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     There are multiple reasons why the Co-Manager position at Hobby Lobby appeals to me very highly. In both my education and hands-on work, the job fits in well into my scheme of things as well as my career ambitions. I would prepare for this job by further internalizing my goals to be able to communicate my genuine interest to the members of the company. I would apply on Linkedin with my resume and updated profile and would follow up by sending my cover letter/resumé to the recruiter’s work email. Prior to this, I could reach out to a lower-level manager of a Hobby Lobby location in New York through a job website just to connect on a standard basis and get a feel for the company environment and the general duties they undergo every day. A management job that emphasizes humility, communication, and organization is what I’m looking for to get my career rolling after school.  
     My ultimate career goal is to provide for myself and those around me through meaningful work that provides incentive for me to give my best effort. I know that a field like this that revolves around organization and communication would appeal to the keen side of my personality that fosters efficiency in those around me. The many traits listed on the job posting fit in not just with who I am, but who I aspire to be to those working alongside. I believe this job specifically would be appealing because the duties of the job seem familiar and like tasks I could perform well, and Hobby Lobby stores in general are a nostalgic place for me and I enjoy the products and services they offer. This job would benefit my future by sharpening my real world image and title, connecting me with like minded people, and of course as more much needed experience. The company offers competitive wages as well as an insurance package that gives me a returning incentive.
    Another reason I chose this listing in particular is the location. Not only is this particular location in New York, but it is only a 30 minute drive from Wood-Ridge New Jersey. Though I live in Orange County, my sister lives in Wood-Ridge, and has offered for me to live with her for a certain period in the case that I had a job commute that is easier from her place. Wood-Ridge is a bustling town with many amenities, as well as a music studio that is ran by my sister’s fiancé.
    In the DIY sector, customers come to stores like these for items that give them a chance to be creative in the our own time. Many of these customers are shifting to online retail and “fast” décor choices, which their social media tries to give people ideas for. I believe I can help the company in their digital presence in a way that exemplifies company values while also reaching a broader audience through trends/customer preferences.
    Some obstacles I may encounter in this process is my experience. Though I work management roles currently and perform well, Hobby Lobby may be looking for applicants with more years in similar roles. The posting also mentions that applicants should be willing to relocate. Although I have a car and enjoy the process of relocating myself, I could see that being a problem if locations push more than an hour from my location. The brands strong association with religious identity may turn off many potential customers as well. I also read that they don’t accept Apple Pay yet in stores, which is something that could be changed. The competition for this company is particularly in stores like Michaels, JOANN, or other local players in the area, but Hobby Lobby stands out for it’s own reasons, like store décor and company mission.
    I believe that this job would be a big step for me, but still one that is within bounds. My previous work experiences have been positive with new tasks being taken in each. I’m sure I could pick up on the job duties well enough, but there is still a lot of upward possibilities within the company as well which keep me learning avidly every day. I think the traits and habits that I would pick up at this job would give me a solid foundation to have in my mid 20s. I will use money made in this period to invest in stocks and in my local economy. I plan to take a stake in the area I’m in and make myself a unique asset that finds success through intuition.
